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devotion to the Creator. He has subdued the flesh
with its affections and lusts, has brought the body into
subjection to the spirit ; has risen above time, and lives in
eternity."* The fact that men of special sanctity are still
raised to the rank of AyaUras [incarnations], not only
by ignorant and credulous masses, but also by men who
have received the light of Western education shews the
influencet which religion still exercises over the Hindu*
The religious life of the Hindus has never been quite

Hindu religious   dormant.    There has been decay since
life   never    quite
dormant.              the   Mahomedan   conquest,   but    not

death; there has been an increase of feebleness, but not
prostration. Few if any of the Bnlhmanas, let alone the
other twice-born castes, now go through the four stages
of life prescribed in the Manusamhitd and other works
of antiquity. The doctrine or Bhakti v Faith) now rules
the Hindu to the almost utter exclusion of the higher
and more intellectual doctrine of Jnina (knowledge of
the Supreme Soul;.

But, the Mahomedan period was not quite the period
of darkness and degeneration which it is usually rcpre*

* Routledga's "English. Rule and Native Opinion in India," 187$,

f Amongst other indications of this influence may be mentioned
the immense success of plays like Ckaitanya. Ckarit and Prokldd Charit
which deal with religion* subject*,